
Easter 2 

My dear Friends, 

As we tentatively and cautiously ease ourselves out of lockdown and venture outdoors we are 
all experiencing new and different things. I have seen people in person who I would normally 
see regularly yet have not in some cases seen for over a year. One of the conversations that 
seems to repeat it itself is the sense of unbelief of what has happened in the last twelve 
months. The sentence begins “Who would have thought......?” or “Can you believe that it has 
been so long since we could....” The tragic events of the pandemic few would have imagined 
possible this time last year and the impact that they have made upon our lives has been 
extraordinary to say the least.  

Those of you who were at Choral Evensong on Easter Day would have heard the Gospel 
reading telling us the encounter of the disciples with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. They did 
not at first recognise him and told him of the amazing events of what we call Holy Week, 
Christ’s Passion, trial, crucifixion and resurrection. They were incredible to them and all their 
fellow disciples. Later Jesus himself explained the significance of the happenings to them and 
they then knew him as he broke bread with them.  

In our Eucharist Gospel this week from St John Chapter 20, we hear of another meeting of 
Jesus with the disciples, they see him risen from the dead in a private room. He offers them a 
sign of peace and gives them the authority to offer forgiveness of sins. One of the twelve 
Thomas is not with them and when he hears of the appearance he refuses to believe it is true. 
Unless he sees it for himself and touches Jesus wounds he will not accept it is possible. The 
following week Jesus appeared again to the disciples and this time Thomas is present. The 
doubting disciple is given his wish, he sees and touches the body of the resurrected Jesus in 
his presence and believes. Poor Thomas must have felt ashamed at his doubt though 
thankfully for us he did express that perfectly natural scepticism. Jesus knows that not all will 
see his risen self and therefore have to rely on the testimony of others, we are of that number. 
We should be reassured by Jesus words “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe”.  

In the great East window at St Edwards we see a stained glass artist’s representation of the 
risen Christ. If we look carefully we can see the marks of the nails in his hands and feet. We 
know too it is a post Resurrection Jesus as he stands by an empty cross and has the branch of 
Palm Sunday in his hand referring back to those occasions. In these fifty days of the Easter 
season we will hear as this week of Jesus message of forgiveness of sins and peace and love 
to all who seek to follow him. As we will soon hear he commissioned his followers to spread 
that good news. Maybe as we take the opportunity to go out and see people we can try to be 
like those early disciples and share God’s love in new ways to our neighbours and friends who 
have all known sadness, anxiety and uncertainty over the last year for in the risen Christ there 
is always hope for the future.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


